
Puppetry!Puppetry!
In this project, we’re going to learn how to make a marionette! You can use any materials you 
have around the house, but you’ll probably need:

• Toilet paper or paper towel roll (for the puppet’s body)
• Yarn, twine, or cut strips from a plastic bag (for the strings)
• Straws, clothespins, or Popsicle sticks (to keep things solid)
• Cardboard strips or pencils (to use as handles)
• Scissors (to cut!)
• Tape (to un-cut)
• Markers, colored paper, or paint (to decorate!)

Once you have all of your supplies, decide what kind of creature you want to make! If you’re 
just starting out, you’ll probably want to make a quadrupedal creature (one that typically has 
four legs) like Henry the Unicorn. Here’s how to do that!

For The Body...For The Body...
Get a paper roll! Hold it 
horizontally and decide 
which side is the top

Get a paper roll! Hold it 
horizontally and decide 
which side is the top

1. 2. Cut a one-inch slit on 
both sides of the top.
Cut a one-inch slit on 
both sides of the top.

3.

4. 5.

Cut two pieces of 
string about as 
long as your arms.

Cut two pieces of 
string about as 
long as your arms.

For both 
strings, tie a 
knot on one 
end...

For both 
strings, tie a 
knot on one 
end...

Repeat 3 
times to 
get a big 
knot!

Repeat 3 
times to 
get a big 
knot!

Keep Going!Keep Going!



6. 7.

8.

Take the knotted end...Take the knotted end... And slide one into each slit on 
the top of the body! These are 
your support strings. 

And slide one into each slit on 
the top of the body! These are 
your support strings. 

Tape the open side of the 
slit so the yarn doesn’t slide 
out.

Tape the open side of the 
slit so the yarn doesn’t slide 
out.

Now that we have the body built, let’s add some limbs!

Limbs can be as long or as short as you want. Think about what kind of animal you want 
before you cut the string. (A dachshund has shorter legs than a golden retriever!)

For The Limbs...For The Limbs...

1. 2.

3. 4.

Find the bottom of the body, 
opposite to the support strings.
Find the bottom of the body, 
opposite to the support strings.

Cut two slits on each side. 
Leave a half inch between 
them for the belly!

Cut two slits on each side. 
Leave a half inch between 
them for the belly!

Cut four pieces of string 
half an inch longer than 
you want the legs.

Cut four pieces of string 
half an inch longer than 
you want the legs.

Tie a big knot 
on the end of 
each limb

Tie a big knot 
on the end of 
each limb

Don’t Stop!Don’t Stop!



5. 6.

7. 8.

Slide the knotted end of 
each limb into the slits.
Slide the knotted end of 
each limb into the slits.

Tape each of the slits 
closed when you’re done!
Tape each of the slits 
closed when you’re done!

Wrap two pieces of tape 
around each limb. Leave 
space around the tape 
so it can still move!

Wrap two pieces of tape 
around each limb. Leave 
space around the tape 
so it can still move!

Tape something 
to the end of the 
limb to be a paw, 
hoof, or foot!

Tape something 
to the end of the 
limb to be a paw, 
hoof, or foot!

Just a little bit more to go! Now, we need to make the neck and head.
 
Like limbs, necks can be long like a giraffe or short like a cat. What works best for the 
character you want to make? The same goes for head shapes. Feel free to experiment!

For The Head...For The Head...
1.

2. 3.

Pick which 
support string will 
be in the front!

Pick which 
support string will 
be in the front!

For a straw, cut it length-wise 
and wrap it around the string.
For a straw, cut it length-wise 
and wrap it around the string.

Otherwise, tape the 
string to the sturdy thing.
Otherwise, tape the 
string to the sturdy thing.

Almost Done!Almost Done!



4. 5.

6.

Cut a paper roll in half and 
tape it together Cut a slit 
at the top and bottom...

Cut a paper roll in half and 
tape it together Cut a slit 
at the top and bottom...

And slide it onto 
the neck!
And slide it onto 
the neck!

Admire your new 
creation! If the 
head spins, add 
tape to the base.

Admire your new 
creation! If the 
head spins, add 
tape to the base.

Your puppet base is finished. Amazing! Tie the loose ends of the support strings to 
something like a pencil or Popsicle stick and you’re set to puppeteer!

But, it’d look even better if you decided to decorate it! Get creative with what it looks like. 
Features like ears, teeth, patterns, and tails can define a creature! For example...

Horse: pointy ears, 
mane, loose tail
Horse: pointy ears, 
mane, loose tail

Cat: pointy ears, 
tabby stripes
Cat: pointy ears, 
tabby stripes Giraffe: spots, 

horns, tufted tail
Giraffe: spots, 
horns, tufted tail

Dog: floppy ears, 
tongue out
Dog: floppy ears, 
tongue out

Ready for a challenge? Check out the next page to 
see some totally different puppet forms to try!
Ready for a challenge? Check out the next page to 
see some totally different puppet forms to try!



If you finished your quadruped puppet, congratulations! That’s a really big accomplishment!

... What, you want MORE types of puppets to work on? Okay, okay! If you want another 
project, try to make one of these two forms. What creature would YOU want to make?

1. Cut one piece of string long as your both of your arms 
across!

2. Cut a paper tube into slices shorter than your pointer 
finger. If you want the body to taper (get smaller at the 
ends), you can cut a slice in half and tape it to be thinner!

3. Slide the rings onto the yarn. Tape the string to the 
top inside of the slices! Remember to get the slices near 
the center of the string so you have space to hold the 
handles.

4. Follow the head steps for the quadruped and 
decorate!

1. Follow the body steps for the quadruped.

2. Get a sturdy thing to be the base of your wings. Cut a piece 
of string as long as your pointer finger to tie one end of each 
base together. Tape the string in place.

3. On each side of the body, cut a slit to where you want the 
wings. From there, cut rectangles a little wider than the wing 
base, taller than they are wide. 

4. Slide the tied end of the wing bases into the slits so they sit 
in the slots. Tape the slits so the wings don’t fall out!

5. Cut two pieces of string as long as you want for support 
strings, Tie one end of one string around the end of the wing 
base and tape it in place. Repeat with the other wing!

6. Hold on to the strings for the body with one hand and the 
wings in the other. Flap the wing supports up and down! Do they 
work? Can you troubleshoot any problems by cutting the 
rectangle taller or adding tape?

7. Decorate as you see fit! Add a head directly to the front of 
the body. If it fits the creature, add limbs like the quadruped.

Wiggly Puppet!
Like a dragon, lizard, or fish

Wiggly Puppet!
Like a dragon, lizard, or fish

(Easier than a quadruped)(Easier than a quadruped)

Flying Puppet!
Like a bird, fairy, or bug
Flying Puppet!

Like a bird, fairy, or bug

(Harder than a quadruped)(Harder than a quadruped)


